
Arts and arts education are vital to the economic, social, and cultural wellbeing of all New
Yorkers. Arts education nurtures students’ social-emotional wellness, improves academic outcomes in
the classroom, prepares young people to enter the workforce, and increases parent involvement and
attendance rates. Yet today these opportunities are available to only some of NYS’s 2.5M students. 

Beyond the classroom, arts and culture are a major economic driver — NY’s vast creative economy
contributes $164 billion back to NYS (more than the retail, agriculture, or transportation sectors), and
supports almost 500,000 NYS workers. Investing in arts and culture means supporting pathways for
career development and employment in booming creative industries, driving local and international
tourism to the state, and cultivating generations of NYS arts lovers and creative global citizens. 

TRANSFORMING OUR SCHOOLS &
COMMUNITIES STARTS WITH THE ARTS 

WHY NOW?

DID YOU KNOW

Research shows youth arts programs support career pathways. According to a recent report by
the Wallace Foundation, a vast majority (94%) shared that participating in an arts program helped
prepare them for success in the working world —  “whether by teaching them valuable skills like
resume-writing and networking, or offering glimpses of career options they may not have learned
about from their family or guidance counselor."

Arts & Cultural Organizations are critical community partners. In 2025, NYSCA granted more
than $8M specifically to organizations offering arts education programs statewide. In NYC alone,
900+ cultural organizations partnered with NYC Public Schools in the 2024-2025 school year
(increased from 449+ in 2019-2020 school year). 

Arts education positively impacts student attendance, parent and student school
engagement, and student test scores in ELA and math. Centering arts as part of a well-rounded
education is an excellent conduit for building social capital with students and families and in turn a
thriving school culture (EdVestors, 2023).

Arts is a vehicle for meeting the six core attributes defined in the NYS Portrait of a Graduate.
In these new guidelines, arts education is both a graduation requirement and provides pathways for
students to to develop and demonstrate the six competencies that define a NYS graduate. Research
shows participation in the arts supports skills-building in problem-solving, empathy, attention to
nuance, adaptability, visualization of goals/outcomes, and decision-making. 

New York is falling behind our regional partners. Under the federal Every Student Succeeds Act,
arts are listed as a critical component of a “well-rounded education” alongside math and language
arts. However, New York is one of only 19 states that does not consider arts a part of a well-rounded
education (7 out of 10 northeastern states have already codified arts in state education law). As a
result, arts education requirements have been ignored for years, and there is a overwhelming lack
of accountability especially at the elementary school level.
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https://wallacefoundation.org/report/creative-expression-caring-relationships-and-career-pathways-guide-youth-outcomes-community
https://wallacefoundation.org/report/creative-expression-caring-relationships-and-career-pathways-guide-youth-outcomes-community
https://edvestors.org/announcements/arts-education-program-increases-school-engagement-study-finds
https://www.nysed.gov/grad-measures/new-york-state-portrait-graduate
https://www.americansforthearts.org/sites/default/files/050102ARTSED.pdf


INVEST IN ARTS IN OUR SCHOOLS & COMMUNITIES

Fund the NY State Council on the Arts at a baseline of $210M ($100M programs + $100M
capital + $10 million for stabilization grants) to stabilize the cultural economy and employ arts
workers all 10 state regions and 62 state counties — 2,700 grants awarded in FY25. Funding
predominantly supports small/midsize organizations (with 71% supporting orgs with budgets <$1M).
Adjusting for inflation, NYS investment in arts is 68% lower than its 1990 peak.

Ensure NYS uses an equitable Foundation Aid Formula to meet students’ needs in alignment
with the Coalition for Equitable Education Funding platform.

Restore arts staffing at NYSED Arts Education is grossly understaffed at NYSED (1 full-time staff
compared to 5 staff overseeing arts education). We support the Regents’ request to restore at least
one of the eliminated arts associate positions in the office of Curriculum and Instruction.

Support NYSED Cultural Education Funding and restore full funding ($2M) for New York
Summer School of the Arts Per the recommendation from NYS Board of Regents, also approve the
request for a $12 million increase in Cultural Education funding.

STRENGTHEN POLICY RELATED TO ARTS EDUCATION

*****Support Senate Bill S6318A and Assembly Bill A6490B Per ESSA, these programs are a
foundational component to a well-rounded education from elementary through high school. This
policy would simply put arts education on par with other required NYS curriculum subjects. 

Improve data transparency in arts education statewide via Senate Bill S1072 Direct the
commissioner of education to require public schools to report on compliance with art education
instruction requirements.

Support Senate Bill S5154 to establish an art education fund for Title I schools. Establishes the
art education fund to provide assistance for art education and art supplies from K-12 at Title I public
schools via a special tax on receipts from the sale of art and antique goods at auction.

To support the state’s economy, support community mental health and well-being, and create more
equitable access to pathways for sequential arts education across all schools, our State must support
the following budget and policy recommendations.

SUPPORT ARTS EDUCATION IN NYS

The NYC Arts in Education Roundtable is a non-profit service
organization working to improve and advance arts education in
NYS. Founded in 1992, the Roundtable provides professional
development, strategic field leadership, resources, advocacy, and
grant opportunities for arts education. We build our efforts around
the value that arts education should be a right for all students.
For more information, visit our website at nycaieroundtable.org.
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https://advocatesforchildren.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/ceef_fa_one_pager.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/S6318/amendment/A
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/A6490/amendment/B
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/S1072
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/S5154
http://www.nycaieroundtable.org/
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