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About the Contributors

DR. DURELL COOPER

Durell Cooper is one of the nation’s most prominent cultural strategists
specializing in systems change and collaborative thought leadership. Prior to
founding Cultural Innovation Group, LLC, he was a program officer at the New
York City Department of Cultural Affairs (DCLA). He also worked at lincoln center
for the performing arts, inc. In the marketing department conducting outreach to
veteran service organizations and for lincoln center education recruiting and
training teaching artists as well as several community engagement initiatives
aimed at increasing equity and inclusion in nyc public schools. Prior to that he
was a public school teacher. Durell is also a proud veteran of the u.s. navy. 

Durell is a highly sought after public speaker presenting at lincoln center
education’s summer forum, the new york city arts and education roundtable’s
face to face conference, and for the national guild for community arts education
as well as other engagements. Durell is a 2018 graduate of Stanford’s Impact
Program for Arts Leaders as well as a 2017 graduate of the National Guild’s
Community Arts Education Leadership Institute. He acquired his doctorate in
Educational Theatre at New York University. 

AUSTIN GREENE

Austin Greene is an artist, graphic designer, educator, activist, and organizer. He
is the former Lead Teaching Artist for the DreamYard A.C.T.I.O.N. project, a four
year, social justice and creative arts program for Bronx High School students that
seeks to use visual art, theater, and poetry to challenge social injustices and
inspire change in local communities.

He also served as DreamYard’s inaugural Social Justice Pedagogy Coach, and
currently serves as the Director of DreamYard’s Art Center Programs. Austin
believes that art is a tool for justice;  he continues to explore ways that he and his
art can be of service to the community. Austin is from Brooklyn, NY.
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ASHLEY RENEE WATKINS 

Ashley Renee Watkins is a classically trained multi-genre vocalist, songwriter,
mentor and teaching artist facilitator. As an artist, she is a skilled music maker
and performer influenced by Opera, R&B, Jazz, and Soul. The New Orleans born
artist has been based in New York City since 2014 – the year she appeared on
NBC’s America’s Got Talent with her opera and multi-genre duo ACTE II. She
released her first EP project “Roux” under artist name A. Renee in the fall of 2019
which captures the stories of her struggles, thoughts and triumphs existing as a
black woman in America. She currently serves on the administrative staff of The
Juilliard School as a Music Curriculum Specialist for K-12 Programs and
Initiatives and is also a member of the teaching artist faculty of Lincoln Center
Education.

Ashley Renee is an arts education consultant in equitable practices within cultural
institutions throughout the United States and also a cohost of the acclaimed Indie
Opera Podcast. She developed and manages The Marguerite Watson National
Teaching Artist Cohort—an online program dedicated to career development for
new and emerging teaching artists. She holds a master’s degree in voice &
operatic performance from the University of Oklahoma.

ASHLEY LIPSCOMB, MT, MDiv

Ashley Y. Lipscomb has a wealth of experience working with, motivating, and
advocating for students and educators. After working as a teacher for five years
and serving as a youth minister for eight years, Ashley has developed specialized
interventions for her students, contributing to her success as an information
literacy and language arts teacher at Frelinghuysen Middle School in Morristown,
NJ. During her time in the classroom, Ashley advocated for the expansion of the
language arts curriculum, leading to the incorporation of young adult literature
that portrayed the Black experience. She also worked closely with school
administrators to address pipeline issues contributing to the lack of a
representative teaching staff.

A graduate of Hampton University (BA English and Master in Teaching), Harvard
Divinity School (MDiv) and Montclair State University (Certificate in Supervision),
Ashley has participated in and spearheaded several committees focused on
diversity, equity, and inclusion in both K-12 and higher education settings. She
provides DEI consulting to students in the Diversity and Inclusion Management
Course at the Harvard Extension School.

Currently, her research uses a womanist methodology to center her story as a
child of adjudicated parents and a Black woman from an urban community
impacted by the racial implications of policies and laws, like mass incarceration,
and analyze the effects they have on the emotional, spiritual, physical, social,
political, and economic growth and development of the individual. Utilizing her
research, she has created a unique framework to address the systemic racism
that is deeply embedded in pedagogical practices and colonized curriculums
which impedes the most vulnerable populations of students from flourishing.
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BELINDA A. SÁENZ

Belinda A. Sáenz is an interdisciplinary performer, instructional specialist,
choreographer, and faculty member with Lincoln Center Education, New York
City Center, Disney Theatrical Group, and TADA Youth Theatre. Ms. Sáenz’ has
collaborated with Bessie-Award-Winning Joya Powell’s Movement of the People
Dance Company, Callaloo Kids, MJM Dance, Dance the YARD in Martha’s
Vineyard, Theatre Arts Center/NY, and El Paso Opera. She has appeared at
Jacob’s Pillow, Lincoln Center, Radio City Music Hall, Aaron Davis Hall, United
Palace Theatre, Queens Theatre, etc. and has performed works by Martie
Barylick, Jennifer Conley, Sean Curran, Deborah Damast, Diane Duggan, Rocker
Verastique, among many others. Belinda’s last choreographic work, The US in
USA, was presented at the Frederick Loewe Theatre. 

 Ms. Sáenz is native of the Juárez-El Paso border area where she performed
intensively and taught in the private and public sectors for over 15 years. Besides
the USA, she has taken her passion for the arts and education to Mexico,
England, and Eastern-Central Europe. Belinda served as adjunct faculty at NYU
Steinhardt's Dance Education program for three years. Some of her former or
effective affiliations include: UNESCO International Dance Council, American
Guild of Musical Artists, National Dance Education Organization, and New York
State Dance Education Association. She has served as UFT chapter leader for
the LCE faculty since January 2017. Belinda holds an MA in Dance Education
(Institute Honors/Western Scholarship) from NYU, an MEd as Instructional
Specialist in Bilingual Education & BFA in Music Theatre/Dance (Magna Cum
Laude & University Honors Certificate) from The University of Texas at El Paso.
Belinda is thrilled to begin her Doctorate studies in Educational Leadership and
Innovation in the fall of 2021. www.belindasaenz.org

TAMMIE L. SWOPES

Tammie L. Swopes has been in the business of Theatre and Education for over
20 years.  Starting her career in Theatre as an intern at the Alliance Theatre
Company in Atlanta, GA.  Tammie immersed herself in the art and business of
Theatre which further inspired her work with youth, social justice, and community
building.  Her work with organizations such as Performing Arts Program for Youth
(PAPY), The Names Project Foundation, and The Partnership for Arts in
Learning inspired her move to NYC and her studies at New York University
where she earned an M.A. in Educational Theatre working/studying with some of
the masters in the field including Dorothy Heathcote, and Augusto Boal.  She has
since worked as a Teaching Artist, Arts in education specialist, Theatre program
director, and a full time Performing Arts Instructor.  Tammie is currently an
adjunct professor at both New York University and Marymount Manhattan
College, Artistic Associate for the Verbatim Performance Lab, all while pursuing
her Doctorate in Educational Theatre (NYU), and continuing her own work as an
artist/educator and social justice warrior.  
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Political 
Posters

Grades 
6-8

 
Arts Discipline

Visual Arts
 

Teaching Artist 
Austin Greene 



Lesson Plan Title: Political Posters
Grade Level: 6–8         Arts Discipline: Visual Arts 

 
Click here to access Political Posters Video Guide on YouTube 

 
Supplemental materials and larger graphics are available in the Appendix (p.35 )
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https://youtu.be/Y5gJszecwOo
https://youtu.be/Y5gJszecwOo


The Design of Dissent.

10

https://www.amazon.com/Design-Dissent-Milton-Glaser/dp/1592531172


link
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_bXq7WxKFdxsC96lvQZOwtQWLFj-h8oulHDlNa186Ts/edit?usp=sharing


canva.com

12

http://canva.com/
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Rhythmical Relics
of Resilience 

Grades 
6-7

 
Arts Discipline

Music
 

Teaching Artist 
Ashley Renee Watkins



https://www.slavevoyages.org/static/images/assessment/intro-maps/01.jpg

Lesson Plan Title: Rhythmical Relics of Resilience        
Grade Level: 6&7         Arts Discipline: Music

 
Click here to access Rhythmical Relics of Resilience Video Guide on YouTube 

 
Supplemental materials and larger graphics are available in the Appendix (p.36 )
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https://www.slavevoyages.org/static/images/assessment/intro-maps/01.jpg
https://youtu.be/RN8eE4BraFA
https://youtu.be/IeKKYVWNLc4
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Socially Conscious
Dance Making 

Grades 
6-8

 
Arts Discipline

Dance
 

Teaching Artist 
Belinda A. Sáenz



Lesson Plan Title: Socially Conscious Dance Making      
Grade Level: MS   Arts Discipline: Dance

 
Click here to access Socially Conscious Dance Making Video Guide on YouTube 

 
Supplemental materials and larger graphics are available in the Appendix (p.38)
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https://youtu.be/UPcwxGO1VZo
https://youtu.be/UPcwxGO1VZo
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https://charmlitmag.org/poems-for-black-lives-matter-at-school

https://charmlitmag.org/poems-for-black-lives-matter-at-school
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ContraTiempo, Camile A. Brown,
Movement of People Dance Company, et
al.

https://www.contra-tiempo.org/what-we-do
http://www.camilleabrown.org/
http://www.movementofthepeopledance.com/about-the-people.php


Theatre as
Resistance

Grades 
6-8

 
Arts Discipline

Theatre
 

Teaching Artist 
Tammie Swopes



Memories of the Children's March of 1963 from those who were there 
The Children's March: Birmingham Children's Crusade

Mighty Times: The Children's March 

Lesson Plan Title: Theatre as Resistance
Grade Level: 6-8            Arts Discipline: Theatre

 
Click here to access Theatre as Resistance Video Guide on YouTube
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jWm06jkyptA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jWm06jkyptA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1zx8sUylO1c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5c113fq3vhQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5c113fq3vhQ
https://youtu.be/M96NB7WLUcU
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Mighty Times: The Children's March
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5c113fq3vhQ
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Appendix
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Lesson Plan Title: Socially Conscious Dance Making      
Grade Level: MS   Arts Discipline: Dance

Click here to access Socially Conscious Dance Making Video Guide on YouTube 
 

Lesson Plan Title: Rhythmical Relics of Resilience 
Grade Level: 6–8         Arts Discipline: Visual Arts 

Click here to access Rhymical Relics of Resilience Video Guide on YouTube 
 

Lesson Plan Title: Political Posters
Grade Level: 6–8         Arts Discipline: Visual Arts 

Click here to access Political Posters Video Guide on YouTube 
 

Video Guides
 

Lesson Plan Title: Theatre as Resistance
Grade Level: 6-8            Arts Discipline: Theatre

Click here to access Theatre as Resistance Video Guide on YouTube
 

Appendix
 
 

https://youtu.be/UPcwxGO1VZo
https://youtu.be/UPcwxGO1VZo
https://youtu.be/RN8eE4BraFA
https://youtu.be/Kde3hmJpryk
https://youtu.be/Y5gJszecwOo
https://youtu.be/Y5gJszecwOo
https://youtu.be/M96NB7WLUcU
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The North Star Newspaper; additional information 
Frederick Douglass
Abolitionist Movement (1830–1870)
Defund the Police video
Police Abolition 101 zine — Spanish language PDF is attached to this email!
Defund the Police - Invest in Community Care (PDF) — An analysis of mental
health crisis responses, with a new checklist of things to think/ask about
when it comes to proposals for non-police crisis response!
Defund Police Coalition Priority Recommendations from the Reimagining Public
Safety Task Force - #DefundOPD — Grab these recommendations and run with
them if they work for your community.
Amistad Law Project practical abolition videos
Cops Out of Care! — A two-part series for building strategy around police
abolition in healthcare and care spaces
What’s Next? Safer and More Justice Communities Without Policing (PDF)
TransformHarm.org
Against Punishment curriculum (direct link)
Against Punishment: Incarcerated Comrades Edition zine
Abolition Imagination cards 

 
Abolition Resources

Lesson Plan Title: Political Posters
Grade Level: 6–8         Arts Discipline: Visual Arts 

 

Appendix
 
 

https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/odyssey/educate/norths.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_North_Star_(anti-slavery_newspaper)
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/frederick-douglass/
https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/abolitionist-movement
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bT0YpOmk8NA
https://issuu.com/projectnia/docs/policeabolition101_zine_digital_singlepages
https://www.interruptingcriminalization.com/non-police-crisis-response-guide
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/55de3d9fe4b00eccbe4dcd5f/t/6091a2c9aa25e510dd2718ee/1620157135048/DefundOPD+Priority+Recommendations+Cheat+Sheet+5-4-21+small.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLCbNeEoz6pN5O_4oKIuf6zuwjBmwyZiyt
https://www.interruptingcriminalization.com/cops-out-of-care
https://www.interruptingcriminalization.com/whats-next
http://transformharm.org/
https://abolitionist.tools/Against-Punishment
https://issuu.com/projectnia/docs/against_punishment_curriculum_final
https://issuu.com/projectnia/docs/against-punishment__1_?fbclid=IwAR0V6zzw8n9yKa6OIQ7-aPYzZ4PMRaGfo3IyY5ukxIpPBAhVODIzLT4DTlE
https://www.interruptingcriminalization.com/imagination
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Lesson Plan Title: Rhythmical Relics of Resilience        
Grade Level: 6 & 7         Arts Discipline: Music

 

Appendix
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Black By Popular Demand
By Madison Mattison, Grade 12

https://charmlitmag.org/poems-for-black-lives-matter-at-school
 

Learn to love that nappy hair
That we don't care

That ghettofied
That dramatized
That brotherhood
That divided hood

Learn to love them gold teeth
That crooked speech

That “Imma be a baller” talk
That ‘no fear’ in my walk

Learn to love that black magic
Honey dripping down the walls

That majestic beauty standing real tall
Learn to love those family gatherings that keep you up at night

That kind of music you don’t like
That hustle game that stays real strong

That face we make like you did something wrong
Learn to love that..
We are Unchanged

Unchained
Unapologetic

Don't you ever forget it
We are black by popular demand.

Lesson Plan Title: Socially Conscious Dance Making      
Grade Level: MS   Arts Discipline: Dance

Appendix
 
 

https://charmlitmag.org/poems-for-black-lives-matter-at-school
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Lesson Plan Title: Socially Conscious Dance Making      
Grade Level: MS   Arts Discipline: Dance

Appendix
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www.nycaieroundtable.org

www.culturalinnovationsgroup.org

www.antiracisted.org

The New York City Arts in Education Roundtable is a service organization and a community of arts
education practitioners sharing information, providing professional development, and communicating
with the public to promote our work in schools and beyond.

Cultural Innovation Group’s mission is to empower communities through art, civic, and community
engagement. We seek to ignite the collective imagination of communities to envision an equitable
world where everyone is included. We aim to push the narrative of historically marginalized
communities past sustainability and into thrivability. We envision a world where true innovation
begins when the lived experiences of people in communities are informing the solutions that build a
better future. Our model is built on authentic collaboration with individuals, community based
organizations, government agencies, and corporations to cultivate a culture of innovation in order to
build collective impact.  

The Institute for Anti-Racist Education is committed to ensuring that every student receives an
education that is truthful, free from bias, liberating, and offered in a supportive, decolonized setting.

http://www.nycaieroundtable.org/
http://culturalinnovationsgroup.org/
https://www.antiracisted.org/

