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New York City Arts in Education Roundtable Receives Grant
to Provide Critical Assistance to Arts Education Community
Amid COVID-19
NEW YORK, NY – The New York City Arts in Education Roundtable (NYCAIER) is pleased to
announce that it has received $465,000 in grant awards from the New York Community Trust
(NYCT), including funding from the NYC COVID-19 Response and Impact Fund in the New York
Community Trust, to continue providing critical assistance to New York City’s arts education
community which has been among the most impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.
“The NYC Arts in Education Roundtable has always responded quickly and decisively to the
needs of New York’s arts education field,” said Kimberly Olsen, Executive Director of
NYCAIER. “As arts education funding and programming are often among the first to be cut
during times of sudden economic strife, we are grateful to NYCT for providing us with this
important support so that we can continue to offer our community relief and resources to ensure
field-wide sustainability through this pandemic.”
This grant will allow NYCAIER to establish an “Arts Educator Emergency Relief Fund” to
award at least 300 grants of up to $1,000 to arts educators who are facing serious financial
hardship due to the COVID-19 crisis. Both teaching artists and arts education administrators will
be eligible to apply with an application opening the week of August 10, 2020. Additional details
will be announced the week of August 3, 2020.
NYCT funding will also enable NYCAIER to continue supporting the sustainability of arts
education in New York City through free professional development workshops designed to help
arts groups and individuals navigate and respond to rapid changes in the delivery of arts
education in New York City. NYCAIER will also utilize newly funded resources to expand its
advocacy efforts for the integration of arts education into the New York City Department of
Education’s contingency planning for the 2020-2021 school year, including through targeted
outreach to public officials and the media, among other programs.
NYCAIER has a longstanding history of preserving and advancing the arts education community
in New York City as one of the cultural pillars of the city. This summer, NYCAIER is hosting a
seven-week Summer School learning series for arts in education practitioners supported in part
by the award from NYCT. The free series will feature weekly professional development sessions
focused on digital skills-building, self-care, and collaborative art-making for educators,
administrators, and artists.

NYCT’s NYC COVID-19 Response & Impact Fund was created to aid nonprofit service
providers struggling with the initial health and economic effects of the coronavirus pandemic.
The funding allowed nonprofits to transition to online contact with clients and audiences, as well
as purchase protective supplies, among other needs. Grants and loans also helped groups
facing a loss of operational revenue from facility closings, cancelled programs, and events.
Learn more about the NYC COVID-19 Response & Impact Fund.

About the NYC Arts in Education Roundtable
The New York City Arts in Education Roundtable improves, advances, and advocates for arts
education in New York City. NYCAIER is a community of cultural organizations and educators
that shares resources, provides professional development, and advocates for the needs of our
constituents and the communities they serve. Founded in 1992, NYCAIER builds our efforts
around the value that arts education is a right for all NYC students. NYCAIER produces a major
annual arts in education conference, Face to Face; monthly professional development
programs; in addition to ongoing advocacy and communications efforts for cultural
organizations and teaching artists in every discipline.
For more information please visit: www.nycaieroundtable.org.
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